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Commercial deployment of Open RAN in networks is an indicator of the technology’s maturity.
Open RAN's promise has long been recognized for its potential for customized solutions for the enterprise
. increasingly at the edge often executed in private networks

Open RAN is O0nh a path to maturity and
commercial viability by 2026

Security and il'ﬁe_graticn of diverse technologies and vendors are sticking points
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Adoption of commercial Open RAN is modest as of end-2021. Future projections
indicate significant acceleration before growth tapers off between 2023 and 2025

Timing of deployment

o 12 % O 33% D 33 %
Already deployed Will deploy in the Foresee deployment
next two years in the next three to
five years

Open RAN is wrestling with formidable challenges of security, and integration of
technologies, ecosystems and vendors

Challenges on measures “4" or “5", with “5” being the most significant
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Security  Lack of maturity Need of Cost of integration Complexity of
of technology, interoperability and operational multi-vendor
ecosystems, testing requirements integration

and offerings  and certifications

First introduced as a cost-effective option for serving underserved and
mountainous regions, the industry has a mixed understanding of the total cost of
ownership (TCO) benefits

How telecom professionals think Open RAN will impact TCO

Increase TCO 38%
Decrease TCO 28%
Cannot be certain 22%
Remain the same 12%

Open RAN clears the way for some novel monetization opportunities with its flexibility

Top three monetization avenues measured as the most important

51 % 48 % 47 %

Network slicing System integration Edge applications

Private networks have the leeway to exploit the flexibility in the
Open RAN environment. Larger operators catering to larger global enterprise are
more inclined to use private networks

Operators who intend to use Open RAN in private networks

73 % 43 %

Operators with > US$ 5Bn  Operators with < US$ 5 Bn
revenues revenues
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